CALLING LAKE RANGER STATION
HISTORICAL INTERESTS

The Caflling Lake Ranger District once belonged to the old A,thal?a,sm
Fonest which had its head office in Athabasca. The Forest consisted
0f Wanderning Rivenr, Smith, Calling Llake and A/thabaAca. Dexten
Champion and Jack MacGregon were phevious ASuperintendents of Zhis
Fornest Distnict. 1In 1949, the Department of Lands and Mines were
split fomming - the Department of Mines and_ Minerals and zthe
Department of Lands and Forests. The lac La Biche Forest boundary
included zthe area north of +the Noath Saskatchewan Riven to the
nonthern boundary of Alberta. In 1955, the Llac La Biche Forest
became the Forest as 44 known Zoday.

The Fishenies separated from Lands and Forests in 1963/64 in the
yellow zone. Previous to zthis, all Rangens were required Zo Look
aften Fishernies as well as Forestny. In 196§, the Green Zone
was also included in Fish and Wildlife duties.

Gisli Gislason was one of the Rangern/Fishernies inspectorns §ollowed
by Charlie Carten, who nretired about 1940 on 1941. Ludwi€R),Silver
took overn grom Chartie 4in 1941 and continued his dutie’ until
1944. BiLL McPherson worked as a Summern Ranger from 1943 Zo 1949.
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BLE McPherson became the §inst Rangen to be stationed in Calling
Lake Ln 1949. BiLL had moved to this area 4in 1938 where he had
a homestead just south of where Frank Crawford now resides. BLLL
Zhen moved fo a house in the townsite of Calling Lake. Later
he built his own home, which stood- fon a number of yearns in an
abandoned state until it bwwed in 1985. BLLL retined in 1967.

Ewie Stroebel came to Calling Lake in 1959 and became Chief Rangen
an 1961, when BiL retirned. Ennde took up residence in the new
office/house unit #094 which had fjust been built in 1958/59.. Eanie
Left Calting Lake in 1964 and now works in the Edson Forest.

After BiLEL McPherson's netirnement, Owen Bolster itransferred to
Calling Lake 4in Februany of 1962 and became Assistant o Ernie

Stroebek. Owen moved Ainto unit #095 just complLeted. Owen
Yansferned to Conklin in August of 1964. :

Dennis Howells transferred in as Chief Rangern in August of 1964.
He was Chief Rangenr of Calling Lake until November of 1976, when
he transferned o Whitecourt, whene he is still stationed. As
Chief Ranger, Dennis had the pollowing personnel ab asdistants:

Benie Gauthiern, Ed Jeskow, Ken Ponten, Joe Smith, -la Berwbe,
Peter Rooke,
- Gotbfried

-

Gary Mandrusiak, Tony Inak and GLen MacPhernson. o i



RANGER REMINISCENCES

Most people can nemember something that stands out 4n thein
memonies, Rangerns being no exception.

Hene are some interesting points:

There 45 an excerpt from Zhe Athabasca Echo, dated September 27,
1935; Charlie Carnter was traveling to Athabasca grom Calling Lake
on honseback, when a monstrnous black bearn came out of Zhe bush
at him. Apparently, Charfie wasn't f{rightened, just moved out
0§ the way, and Let the bear have zthe road. The bear just went
on by.

Ray 0fsson once had to get a crew of firefightens picked up forn
export in a nush. When Ray and Butch went to §4ind thein crewboss,
they found him in bed, having passed out .from too much alcohol
consumption. Between the two of zhem, Ray and Butch managed %o
drness him, put him in the trwuck and Laid him down at the end of
the aiustrnip while they went to pick up the nest of zthe crew.
When the plane Landed to pick up thein crew, the sXLL sLeeping
crewboss was Loaded on boarnd, the plane took off for its destination
and the next mowing, eveujone was on the 4iob {irefighting,
including the crewboss!

Ermce Strnoebel nemembens one weekend when he was busy painting
a boat. At one end of the boat was his paint can and a gas can.
A Lady came running up and tofd him that there was a cabin on
girne. Without hesitation, Ende nan to put the pant brush into
the gas can to soak before running to the fine. The Lady nrepornted
hin  forn his delay 4in coming Lo assist 4in fighting zthe {ire.
(Thanks, Lady!!)

One of the Rangens had o spend the night at the Calling Riven
cabin. While he was there he had 3 visitons come in and offer
him some nefreshments. The Rangen thought it was sure nice 2o
have company and the people zthought enough of him to &top by.
Actually, zthe visitons werne there to set nets 4in the nriven
(<LLegally, of cournse) and fust made the best of theirn situation.



