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The f i r s t threshing machines had no blowers — straw had to be forked away 

from behind the machine. Much of the threshing was done as stack-threshing i n 

the 20's. Since a community only had one machine, that farmer would do h i s 

threshing f i r s t , then moved from farmer to farmer f a r i n t o the winter, sometimes 

threshing as l a t e as February. No one had many acres i n those days, but while 

waiting f o r the thresher,farmers put t h e i r g rain bundles i n t o stacks. 
P 

Tom Gorman r e c a l l s threshing at 40°F(below) . Moving the thresher was d i f f i ­

c u l t too because of the snow. 

One morning h i s father s t a r t e d t h e i r t r a c t o r and burned out the connecting 

rod. He was unable to f i x i t so he drove i n t o town with a team of horses to 

get Ed S c h a f f r i c k . He put on a new bearing and stated i t up. With the t r a c t o r 

i n working order Mr. Gorman drove Ed back to town. Upon returning home next 

morning, he t r i e d to s t a r t the t r a c t o r , but to no a v a i l , the bearing was too 

t i g h t and he had to put i n some more shims before g e t t i n g s t a r t e d and on h i s 

way to the ni'cxt farmer's place. 

Threshing was done f o r 4c/bushel for wheat and 2c/bushel f o r oats. Tom 

says that the most wheat threshed i n one day with that " o u t f i t " was at Andrew 

Kawulok's—1000 bushels. This was i n the l a t e 1920's, probably 1929. 



F a r m e r s h a d a number o f ways t o s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r f a r m i n c o m e s . 

T h o s e w i t h an e d u c a t i o n i f o r e x a m p l e , t e a c h e r s , t a u g h t s c h o o l . One p a r t i -
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c u l a r f a r m e r , n o r t h o f A t h a b a s c a - a Mr. F i n l a y , w o u l d t e a c h a i l d a y , t h e n 

c l e a r e d l a n d a f t e r s c h o o l u n t i l d a r k and t h e n w o u l d go t o s c h o o l a g a i n t h e 

n e x t d a y . 

O t h e r s w o u l d go down r i v e r t o g e t t e l e p h o n e p o l e s i n t h e w i n t e r o f 1930. 

A f t e r g e t t i n g t h e c o n t r a c t , a f a r m e r w o u l d r o u n d up f i v e o r s i x men and go o f f 

f o r a s i x - w e e k e x p e d i t i o n . E a c h man g o t $75 f o r t h e j o b o f m a k i n g t h e p o l e s 

a n d d i s t r i b u t i n g t h em a l o n g t h e l i n e - r e a l g o o d money i n t h o s e d a y s . 

S o m e t i m e s t h e f a r m e r r a n o u t o f f e e d f o r h i s h o r s e s . He w o u l d t e l e g r a p h 

f o r someone t o d e l i v e r more h a y . I t w o u l d be a two-week t r i p down r i v e r . The 

h e a v y l o a d p u s h e d snow i n f r o n t o f t h e s l e i g h u n t i l t h e t e a m c o u l d no l o n g e r 

p u l l i t . The f a r m e r w o u l d h a v e t o u n l o a d hay a n d , w i t h t h e e m p t y s l e i g h , b r e a k 

a t r a i l . O f t e n t i m e s , he w o u l d be k n e e d e e p i n w a t e r f r o m o v e r f l o w . 

P e l i c a n R a p i d s was a s t o p p i n g p l a c e f o r h o r s e s and man a l i k e . H o r s e 

b l a n k e t s w e r e d r i e d a n d b o t h w e r e f e d and r e s t e d b e f o r e g o i n g o n . 

A n o t h e r means o f m a k i n g a f e w d o l l a r s was t o make r a i l w a y t i e s , b e i n g p a i d 

5C a t i e . 

Some f r e i g h t e d t o M c M u r r a y b e f o r e t h e r a i l w a y came i n . A g a i n t h e r i v e r 

was u s e d t o c a r r y l o a d s o f f l o u r , s u g a r , a n d o t h e r s t a p l e s . When t h e y r e a c h e d 

t h e r a p i d s , t h e y w o u l d go o v e r l a n d . On one s u c h t r i p , A r t C u l l e n b r o u g h t b a c k 

a l o a d o f t a r s a n d . T h e y e x p e r i m e n t e d w i t h i t on r o a d s , and i t was t h e f i r s t 

t i me i t was u s e d . 



Many f a r m e r s h a u l e d wood t o t o w n , g e t t i n g $2 p e r l o a d . 

Some l e f t f o r S o u t h e r n A l b e r t a t o h e l p w i t h h a r v e s t i n g o p e r a t i o n s -

s t o o k i n g a n d t h r e s h i n g f o r s e v e r a l w e e k s . 

A f e w w o r k e d i n t h e c o a l m i n e s . 
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I c e f i s h i n g a t C a l l i n g L a k e b r o u g h t i n some e x t r a c a s h as w e l l . f i s h w e r e 

s o l d r i g h t on t h e l a k e - o f t e n t o Mr. M a c i n t o s h . A t t i m e s , f r e s h f i s h w e r e 

p a c k e d i n i c e a n d h a u l e d t o A t h a b a s c a a t w h i c h p o i n t , J e f f C oke w o u l d t a k e them 

t o E d m o n t o n t o be r e f r i g e r a t e d a n d s e n t t o New Y o r k . 



Once a school was e s t a b l i s h e d , i t became the centre of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s 

f o r the e a r l y farm people. 

The hardest time was the 1930's p e r i o d but people enjoyed such gatherings 

as c a r d p a r t i e s , s u r p r i s e p a r t i e s on Saturday n i g h t s w i t h much music and dancin 

and box and shoe s o c i a l s . Even p o l i t i a n s making speeches would be a b i g event. 

In the f a l l , there was sometimes even a chicken r a f f l e where dressed c h i ­

ckens would be s o l d by an auctioneer. Whether i t was a "fun event" or whether 

i t was t o a c t u a l l y get r i d of chickens i s debatable; however, there was no 

p l a c e to s e l l them so i t would seem that i t was s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s . Dances, con­

c e r t s , and p i c n i c s a l s o got everyone i n the community out and a f t e r a hard day' 

w o r k — w i n t e r or summer. 

I t should be noted that f a m i l i e s who homesteaded waited f o r schools t o be 

b u i l t f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I f none were forthcoming they l e f t the area, some 

pl a n n i n g to r e t u r n but never coming back except perhaps many years l a t e r f o r a 

v i s i t . So a l l who l e f t were not s p e c u l a t o r s . 



The summer o f 1919 was a j o y - no f r o s t s - j u / f t r a i n s a n d s u n s h i n e . F a r m e r s 

h a d f i n e s t a n d s o f o a t s i n p a r t i c u l a r . B u t i t was n o t t o l a s t . A h a i l s t o r m 

i n A u g u s t d e s t r o y e d c r o p s i n t h e S o u t h A t h a b a s c a a r e a . The S o p e r F a m i l y 

f o u n d i t i m p o s s i b l e t o s a l v a g e t h e o a t s e v e n f o r f e e d . E v e r y t h i n g was g o n e -

e v e n t h e l e a v e s f r o m t h e t r e e s w e r e s t r i p p e d . 

W i t h p a s t u r e s d amaged, h a r d f r o s t s t h r o u g h f a l l a n d t e m p e r a t u r e s d i p p i n g 

t o A0° b e l o w z e r o on November 30, i t was a l e a n w i n t e r f o r man a n d b e a s t . 

H a u l i n g f e e d f o r t h e s t o c k became a m a j o r i s s u e . Few f a r m e r s i n t h e new c o u n t r y 

a r o u n d A t h a b a s c a L a n d i n g h a d more t h a n n e e d e d f o r t h e i r own u s e , s o i t meant 

s e a r c h i n g t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w i t h s l e d a n d h a y r a c k . 

By s p r i n g o f 1920, some o f t h e s t o c k b e g a n t o d i e f r o m l a c k o f f e e d . 


