IMTERVIEW WITH B. LOISELLE

The most significant changes in the lives of rural folks were
brought about by the formation of the Rural Electrification Co. which
distributed electric power to the county people. In the general
Athabasca area over one hundred miles of power line was built by one
tocal contractor, over a period of 1! vears.

Imagine if you can, using ccal oil lamps, which had to he filled
and cleansd every night betore using; the strain on the eves of
students daoing homework, or parents trying to Keep up on current
events, i{f and when & newspaper was available; the danger of
preparing meals on a woondburning cookstovey fueling a furnace-with
wood or coal, The danger of fire by cverheated chimnevs was alwayvs a
source of worry., With the advent of electricity, heating and
Tighting in the rural homes became most pleaszurable instead of a
worrisome necessity.

When power lines were put in, people purchased automatic washers
and dryers. What a pleasure to put the clothes in the machine and
wait for them to come out clean instead of slaving cver a wash board
{a device with a corrugated tin base) on which the soaped articles
were rubbed up and down until clean or until the Knuckles were
bruised and bieeding. Often it was an ali-day job to do a complete
washing for a big family. Did you ever try to bring a man’s long
underwear frozen stiff from the clothesline into the house? Just
Tike a wrestling match!  Small wonder the country women began to feel
Tiberated!

The pressing of clothing was done with a flat iron heated on the
kitchen stove. MNo never press in those davs! It was difficult to
get the iron heated at the proper ftemperature. 14 too hot, the
clething was scorched; i not hot enocugh the article would be more

wrinkied than previcusly., WWhat a jor to see an electric iron that
cprinkled clothes as vou ironed!

Many electric Kitchen gadoets made life easier faor the country
housewife with the availability of power. Less time and effort was
needed to prepare meals with the use of eiectric tea Kettles, coffee
percolatere, frying pans, mixettes, can openers and microwave QUens
to sav nothing of the slectiric range.

The impact of rural electrification on the farmer and rancher
was astronomical. FPicture these folks going cut to the barn with
tantern in hand, a blizzard in progress or just a -40 degree



temperature outside, to check an baby pigs, a new calf or a sick
horse. The ice had to be brolen on the watering tanks each morning
and the wood heaters re-1it before it was possible to water the
animals, Electrification made it possible to put light in the yards,
barns and sheds, and heat and water wherever necessary.

Poultry farmers too, enjoved a better life. Ercoder houses were
equipped with electric lights and heaters, instead of the former coal
or wood-burning stoves and lTantern and lamps. So there was much
danger of fire and loss of baby chicks e to variation in
temperature. Many times the former heating problem would be
increased because high winds and cross drafts cavsed the +ire to he
extinguished and several hundred chicks would be Tost.

At harvest time when the grain was brought from machine to the
granary it was a back-breaking job for the farmer or his helper or on
same occasions, his wife, to unload the truckk box by shovelling the
grain. When power was installed, the grain was unloaded by the use
of an electric motor. On happy dav!

After the end of World War 11 many changes came about in the
farming area. The first combine, a puli-type, was bought and used by
a farmer in the Scuth Athabasca area in 1945, The next vear the
first zelf-propelled machine was alo purchased by a farmer in the
same district. Now almost everw farmer owns a combine or has his
grain combined by a custom warker. Thus the dars of threshing
machines, hay racks and large crews were finally at an end. However,
thizs mechanization narrowed the scope of social life as well as
improving it. Now one man could harvest several hundred acres of
crop by himself.

giqg machinery, whether for seeding, having, harvesting or
summerfallowing, took the place of horses and small machines, thus
eliminating the hiring of a famm helper. Une man became almost
self-sufficient in "putting in" and "taking off" the harvest.

But the practice of purchasing large expencive machiery has
taken its toll an the financial position of many farmers. Many find
themselves deeply in debt and some are even losing their farms
because they can neither parv their taxes nor make payments on
machinery purchased from the machine companies. While taxes and
machtinery prices rise, the value of farm products goes daown.

Cemtralization of local schools had a definite impact on the
life of rural people~-some good and zome bad. In all local school
districts the "Little Red Schoolhouze” was the social centre as well



as the educational centre. The school was used not only as the "Seat
of Learning" but alsc for many social activities, meetings, school
picnics, Hallowe‘en parties, Christmas concerts, weddings, showers,
etc. All these affairs helped to Keep the community together, a
"togetherness” wihch in most instances, has been lost since
centralization. After centralization all activities took place in
the towns to which the pupils wre bussed.

But there were many pluses, especially for the ycocung people. By
coming in contact with other groups of children and teachers, their
outloock was broadened; thev were taught to give and take, their
educational opportunities were improved and thus they became better
prepared for their future,

Because the country schools were eliminated, the pupils were
taken by bus to the central schools. This necessitated the
gravelling of reoads and constant up-keep which had been gravely
neglected previously. Much of the snow plowing which is now done and
paid for by the county, was at one time, done by local farmers at
their own expense, If the municipal roads were graded more than
twice during the wear, it was considered a real bonus.

Extra-curricular activities are a big part of the lite of a
child, whether aesthetically or phr=ically inclined. These pleasures
were unavailable in the country school, partly dus to the age and
grade range of the pupils--probably one or two children in each grade
and age range from six to sixteen in grades from one to eight
inclusive.

For many vears, the Athabasca area wasz zerviced by a Municipal
Hospital. This building was once a ministerial home and was added on
to several times, It was a two storey building, poorly built, and
poorly laid ocut. The doctors and nursec were forced to make many
unnecessary trips up and down the stairs during their daily work.
But this hospital served its purpose until 19352 when a new one was
buitlt.

In the early vears, a farmer who wanted a telephone had to join
a rural co-operative organization. Each member was supposed to look
after his share of the line, i.e. repairs, untangle wirez, etc. This
was anrthing but satisfactory as there was always =someone too busy to
carry his part of the load. Since then, the government tock over the
syctem with wiring placed underground. This method is much more
satistactory. Telephonez were not only used for business purposes
but many a social affair was organized ocver the phone. Occasionally

a bit of gossip was relayed.



Often we hear folke speak ot the “"good old days". Although
folks worked hard, ther alsc had a 1ot of fun. I, for one, would not
want to go back to the "Good 01d Daysz".

Vi Kowalchuk!



