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I came to Athabasca w i t h my mother, at the age o f fo u r i n 1928, to j o i n 

my f a t h e r who had e s t a b l i s h e d a harness shop i n 1927. 

At t e n d e d p u b l i c s c h o o l i n the B r i c k School u n t i l 1942, when, a t the age o f 18, 

I j o i n e d the R.C.N.V.R. (Royal Canadian Naval V o l u n t e e r Reserve) a t H.M.C.S. 

Nonsuch, Edmonton. 

I was sent to C a l g a r y to the e n g i n e e r i n g s c h o o l a t V i c t o r i a Park and was 

a t t a c h e d to H.M.C.S. Tecumseh. On c o m p l e t i o n o f the ni n e (9) months t h e r e 

we were d r a f t e d to H a l i f a x . (H.M.C.S. Stadacona) f o r f u r t h e r t r a i n i n g and 

gr a d u a t e d i n 1943 as an ERA (En g i n e Room A r t i f i c e r ) . I a l s o took a f u r t h e r 

c o u r s e i n E l e c t r i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g at the U n i v e r s i t y o f A l b e r t a , Edmonton. 

On c o m p l e t i o n of t h i s I was a g a i n d r a f t e d back to H a l i f a x to a w a i t a d r a f t 

to a s h i p . 

I then r e c e i v e d the news I was to j o i n a new f r i g a t e which was under con­

s t r u c t i o n i n L e v i s , Quebec. 

I r e c e i v e d a two week l e a v e and w h i l e I was i n C a l g a r y , I r e n e and I d e c i d e d 

to get m a r r i e d . We spent our honeymoon i n A t h a b a s c a . 

1 was then d r a f t e d to M o n t r e a l where the crew was assembled and two weeks 

l a t e r to Quebec C i t y t o board and commission the K 4 14 H.M.C.S. G l a c e Bay. 

We then s e t s a i l f o r Sydney, Nova S c o t i a , and had a commissioning p a r t y a t 

G l a c e Bay, N.S., a f t e r t h i s we were o f f to Bermuda v i a H a l i f a x f o r 30 day^s 

workups. 

Our s h i p was then a p p o i n t e d t o C4 convoy e s c o r t group as s e n i o r s h i p on the 

S t . J o h n s , Newfoundland to Lon d o n d e r r y , N o r t h I r e l a n d r un. 

Our f i r s t d u t y , I r e c a l l , was to e s c o r t t e n (10) R u s s i a n s u b c h a s e r s b u i l t 

i n the U.S. to the B r i t i s h I s l e s and r e f u e l them a t sea. I t was a v e r y 

rough t r i p and q u i t e an e x p e r i e n c e f o r my f i r s t a c t i v e sea d u t y . 

My j o b aboard s h i p was to be i n charge o f the s h i p s engine room d u r i n g my 

watches and a l s o to e f f e c t any mechan i c a l r e p a i r s n e c e s s a r y . 

We made s e v e r a l t r i p s back and f o r t h a c r o s s the Nort h A t l a n t i c e s c o r t i n g 

convoys and we were on one o f thes e c r o s s i n g s on VE Day, May 8, 1944. 



I s i g n e d up to take p a r t i n the war i n the P a c i f i c but t h a t war ended 

on VJ Day w h i l e I was home on l e a v e . 

1 then r e t u r n e d to H.M.C.S. C o r n w a l l i s , Digby, M.S., t o beg i n my d e m o b i l i z a t i o n 

then li.uk to C a l g a r y f o r my f i n a l d i s c h a r g e on October 29, 1945. 

I was d i s c h a r g e d w i t h the r a t e ( r a n k ) o f ERA 4thC ( P e t t y O f f i c e r ) . 

My w i f e and 1 l i v e d i n C a l g a r y u n t i l the f a l l o f 1946 when we, my w i f e and I 

and new sou, r e t u r n e d to Athabasca and I went i n t o my f a t h e r ' s b u s i n e s s . 

1 i m m e d i a t e l y j o i n e d the L e g i o n here ( a c t u a l l y , I t r a n s f e r e d from C a l g a r y ) and 

became an a c t i v e member. I h e l d s e v e r a l p o s i t i o n s on the e x e c u t i v e such as 

s e c r e t a r y and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . I took over the c h a i r a f t e r P r e s i d e n t Joe 

A t k i n s o n l e f t our Community and was i n t h i s p o s i t i o n when the L e g i o n a c q u i r e d 

i t s f i r s t beer 1 i c e n s e . 

1 have been a member of the L e g i o n c o n t i n u o u s l y s i n c e t h a t time but a l t h o u g h 

not h a v i n g been an a c t i v e member r e c e n t l y , 1 have been s y m p a t h e t i c to what 

the L e g i o n stands f o r . 

1 might add, 1 was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the L e g i o n a c q u i r i n g the downtown p r o p e r t y 

when i t was d i s c o v e r e d the L e g i o n o n l y had an e x p i r e d l e a s e . I c o n v i n c e d 

C o u n c i l t h a t we had a moral o b l i g a t i o n t o t r a n s f e r t i t l e t o the L e g i o n f o r 

t h e s e l o t s a t a nominal sum. 

I r e n e and I have f o u r c h i l d r e n , two sons and two daughters and f i v e grand­

c h i l d r e n . Our two sons o p e r a t e the f a m i l y b u s i n e s s which i s now i n i t s 

t h i r d g e n e r a t i o n and i s the o l d e s t a c t i v e b u s i n e s s i n At h a b a s c a . 
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