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Commercial Airways Ltd. flew the first commercial airmail flight
from Edmonton to Athabasca on February 23, 1931 with 873 pieces

of mail on board. The semi-official flight was one of several
flown by Wop May, co-owner of the airline company. Wop May was
also the pilot for the return flicht to Edmonton on February 24
with 1044 pieces of mail on board.

Commercial Airways Ltd. was started in November 1929 to provide
airmail service from Edmonton tc Grande Prairie. The company lasted
only three years, however, until it was purchased in April 1931 by
Canadian Airways Ltd., a company which soon became the largest

air service operation in Western Canada.

The cachet, a hand stamp or marking to celebrate a special date,
on the front of the letter to Mr. Le Mercier is the official
identification for Commercial Airways. It was usually found to be
purple. The label on the back of letter was sold for 10 cents at
time.

While there is no value on the label, Richard Toop at the National
Postal Museum, says the letter addressed to Mr. Le Mercier would

be valued at about $15 on a philatelic basis.
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