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The

Hope
lamond

For 300 years, tragedy has
plagued this exquisite gem; now
that it's a national treasure,

has its sinister heritage ended?

by Jack Pitman

—a legacy

of doom

S AMERICANS, each of us has fallen heir

to a multimillion-dollar diamond—or,
if you're the gloomy kind, fallen heir to a
centuries-old curse. :

The Hope diamond, which has a past as
breath-taking as its beauty and monetary
value, recently passed into possession of
the nation through a chain of events
strangely prosaic for such a storied stone.

Wrapped in butcher’s paper, the 44%-
carat oval jewel was taken via the New
York subway to a general post office by
a shipping clerk employed by Harry
Winston, internationally known gem deal-

Mrs. Harry Winston presents fabulous Hope
diamond to Smithsonian Institution official.

er. The four-pound package—one-quarter
pound of it priceless jewel—was insured
for $1 million. :

The following day, an unimpressed post-
man delivered the registered - packet to
Dr. Leonard Carmichael, secretary of the
Federally operated Smithsonian Institu-
tion in Washington, D. C. A brief speech
was made, some hands were shaken, and
the latest and dullest chapter of a fiction-
like history closed.

But the romance and adventure linked
with the Hope diamond are as impossible
to becloud as its shimmering lights and

o




colors, and visitors to the Smithsonian’s
hall of gems and minerals, where the
jewel will be displayed, are not likely to

‘forget its sinister past.

" Most experts believe the gem was
brought to the Western world in 1642 by a
French adventurer, Jean Tavernier. He
claimed he had stolen it from the brow of
a Hindu idol in India despite a native
belief that possessing the stone brought

“doom to its owner. On a subsequent
‘journey, Tavernier was ripped to death by
mad dogs on the Russian steppes.

In 1668, the dianiond came into the pos-
session of France’s “Sun King,” Louis
XIV, who soon contracted an incurable
‘disease and finished his glorious reign in

_humiliating defeat. His heirs, Louis XVI

- and Marie Antoinette, wore the diamond
as part of the crown jewels before losing
their heads to the guillotine.

The Bourbons called the gem the
/ “French Blue” and cut it from its original
11215 carats to 67%. In the turmoil of the
French Revolution, the diamond was
stolen from the Royal Treasury, to re-
appear about 50 years later in London,
weighing its present 44% carats. An Eng-
lish banker, Sir Henry Thomas Hope,
. purchased the jewel for a reputed $500,000
and gave it a new name.

Within two generations, the vast Hope
fortune was wiped out and the stone

~eventually passed to a Turkish sultan,

?!/’( e

Abdul Hamid, for his harem favorite,
Subaya. The exotic beauty soon displeased
her master, and he murdered her. Later
his throne was toppled by revolutionaries.

The late Edward B. McLean, owner of a
Washington newspaper, purchased the
Hope diamond for his wife, one of the cap-
ital’s foremost hostesses with a penchant
for weighing herself down with jewels.

Mrs. McLean scoffed at the legend of
doom, yet had the stone blessed by a
priest “just in case.” She never let her
beloved grandchildren touch the gem. Still
she could not avert tragedy. Her husband
died in a mental institution after becoming
involved in the Teapot Dome scandal. Her
daughter died in 1946 from an overdose
of sleeping tablets. Her oldest son was
killed in an auto accident.

Upon Mrs. McLean’s death, the stone
was purchased by Harry Winston. Its uses
changed, and so did its history. No longer"
a symbol of personal aggrandizement, the
Hope diamond went on tour for charitable
purposes. In nine years, it traveled some
400,000 miles and raised millions of dollars.

Although he had scores of offers for the
diamond, Winston presented it to the na-
tion as a gift to help the Smithsonian
build an unrivaled collection of gems.

Romantics say nobody needs fear the
curse any more. The fabled jewel has been
returned to a place where its beauty can
be admired by everybody. ;
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TEACHERS COLLEGE
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

OFFICE OF

FIELD RELATIONS AND PLACEMENT

September 30, 1947

My dear Miss Petersen: AR

As we have not heard from you for some

time, we are hopeful that you have found

a satisfactory position for this fall, RN
If this is the case, will you be good R T\
enough to fill out and return the enclosed . - Ly
cards. for our records? " -

If you do happen to be available, however,
we shall appreciate your letting us know N
@s soon as possible in the event that we . * °
may have some last-minute calls for which

We C an recormend you, \
p 3 Q«} )
3 x;{: »
Sincerely yours, i’:‘"
2 ~
— %
s Al 27 » ! ol

Frances E. Vernon
Executive Assistant

¢

Miss Vera Petersen
c/o Mrs. John Clark
01d Westbury

Long Island, N.Y.
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WELCOMES YOU TO ITS

INGTALLATION BF DFHCERS

Friday, September 26, 1947

8:30 P. M.
v

QUEEN ANNE MASONIC TEMPLE
1608 Fourth Avenue West

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

sfesfesdededeafesfodofeedotototolofeledudotolofololetotofofolofeledededodod



INSTALLING OFFICERS
Installing Worthy Advisor_.____ MIRIAM BRIGHT

Installing Officer ALICE OSTREM
Assistant Installing Officer DALE GRAVES
Installing Marshal _________ MARY LOU FRIDEN
Installing Chaplain_____________ NORMA GORING
Installing Recorder__________ BETTE RAE IRONS
Installing Soloist WILMA GROBE
Installing Musician__________ MRS. EVELYN WEED
Mother Advisor MRS. OLIVE LEE
ELECTED OFFICERS
Worthy Advisor .. CHARLOTTE NEWTON

Worthy Associate Advisor
MAR]JORIE LANDWEER

Charity ANNE ADSKIM

Hope GLORIA GRAHAM
Faith PATRICIA GUFFY
APPOINTED OFFICERS
Chaplain ROBERTA HART
Drill Leader BARBARA BUCY
Love BILLIE BABUNAS
| CARLA HUNDERTMARK
Nature - PEGGY STERLING

Immortality . MARY DAVIS
Bddipy .o . BETTY BALLENGER
Patriotiste- . .. ... . ... BETTY JOHNSON
Service r - JACKIE ADAMS
Confidential Observer .. ELOISE SNYDER
Outer Observer ___________ ANNA MARIE HANSEN
East Page > VIRGINIA CALLISON
West Page .MAR]JORIE CUNNINGHAM
Bible Begrer .. .. NANCY FINCH
Flag Bearer ... BEVERLY MOON
Standard Bearer JO ELLEN McCOMB
Keeper of Jewels LORRAINE WADE
Keeper of Paraphernalia LA DONNA ROSE
Musician NANCY GEISINGER
Choir Director PATRICIA CARDWELL
Choir—

Corinne McCrae Dona King

Ann Westerman Sandra Sobeck

Shirley McCarter Loretta Kreeger

Barbara Clark Janis Steeves

Ann Marie McNeal Donna Drexel

Marcia Walters

b
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Left to right—LIEUT. EDWARD JOHNSON, PAMELA RELYEA
SALLY ROMAIN and FIREMAN GENE SAWYER, holding . DON
HOWLETT.

Thrilled by fire engine, the youngsters learned of home-fire dangers




By DON BRAZIER
mw%bzg, Grade School
marked the start of Fire
Prevention Week the other
day with a fire drill that
emptied the two-story brick

building and three port-
ables of 1,400 pupils and teach-
ers in a minute and 50 seconds.

Then the children lined up be-
hind their teachers on the ad-
joining playfield and sidewalks
and gaped as a fire engine
stopped in front of the school and
firemen jumped out.

The firemen were there to
make a complete pre-fire inspec-
tion of the building and to dis-
tribute home - inspection blanks
to the youngsters to take to their
parents as check-off lists of fire
dangers.

“Ooooohhh!” squealed 6-year-
old Don Howlett when he saw
the big red engine. Eyes round'
-as a pair of silver dollars, the hoy
squealed some more when Fire-
man Gene Sawyer took him on
his lap behind the steering wheel.

[ ] A
THE fire drill was or-
" derly; there was no talk-
ing or jostling as the chil-
dren left the classrooms
when the bell rang for ten
seconds. They marched

AR N N A R R A A R R )

stood by while the previously se-

single or double file through the
school’s seven exits.
. With one exception, nobody
ran. The exception: Fleet-footed
Dave Valentine, 13, an eighth-
grader, whose job was to check
each room and make sure every-
one had left. Dave’s the son of
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Valentine .of
5530 31st. Ave. N, E

iss Florence gumz.mwm-%mme-
old kindergarten pupils were
learning the colors of their new
crayon sets when the fire bell
rang., Although they’ve been in
school only a month, they knew
what to do. Artie Grunbaum, son

of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Grun-

baum, 5544 26th Ave, N. E.,, and
Doug Kelly, son of Mr. and Mrs.
E. A. Kelly, 5557 36th Ave. N, E.,

- went out first to open the class--

room and outside doors for their
schoolmates,

Second-graders also,were using
crayons just before the drill,
Mzrs. Mabel Morrison, teacher,

lectéd door-opener, Jeffre
Stockton, 8, son of Mr, and Mrs.

- William T. Stockton, 6548 31st.

Ave. N. E, led the others out.
‘The same procedure was fol~
lowed in other classrooms.

@&
:,.H.H.HHQ.NH trained to
know this is serious
business,” said Principal
W. C. Marshall. Battalion

KINDERGARTEN PUPILS LEAVING BRYANT SCHOOL IN DRILL

Doug Kelly (left) and Artie Grunbaum held the doors open

and Fire Capt. Stephen E.
Sanislo, watching the fire drill,
agreed.

Marshall explained the drills
are held at least twice a month,
as required by state law. They
are not announced before hand.

“Sometimes barriers are put
up to simulate flames blocking a

hall or stairway,” Captain
Sanislo added. “Traffic then is
diverted.”

First-graders taught by Coral
Courtney were lined up closest
to the fire engine outside the
school: Leut. Edward Johnston
of Engine Company No. 38 dis-
tributed home-inspection forms
'to them.

Youngsters receiving the
blanks included twins, Sally and

Jack Romain, whose parents are
Mr, and Mrs. Henry G. Romain,
5028 36th Ave. N. E.; Pamela
Relyea, daughter. of Mr. and
Mrs. Russell A. Relyea, 6022 38th
Ave. N. E., and Don Howlett,
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. How-
_Wﬁ_p.. 8204 36th ><m,. N. E.
5 : ®
THE firemen then in-
spected the g:&sm.
Similar inspections will be
made of all other buildings
in the city, except private
homes, before Fire Preven-
tion Week ends Saturday.
The inspections will be ear-
ried out without removing fire
equipment from active service,

for drivers will remain in the -

trucks, awaiting a radio.call to
a fire.
Bryant, with 1,350 pupils, is
Seattle’s largest grade school.
«Marshall said it never takes more
than two minutes for everyone
to leave the school in fire drills.
Marshall recalled an incident
25 years ago when he was teach-
‘ing school in Boise, Idaho. It was
“no drill when children swarmed
out—the school was on fire.
It was freezing weather and
the youngsters shivered outside
without their coats. There was
- time for the teachers to go to the
cloakroom and throw overcoats,
sweaters, scarves and oher ap-
parel out the window. -
“There was one casualty
Marshall said. “A pair of rubl
overshoes burned® up.”

sk
ir

e =

Fire Chief Ed Cunningham
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